“Pathways to success”

Welcome to our new students that have joined us in 2021

Refresh, Learn, Grow
19th February 2021
At Ara Tū Whakatā we…
Make someone’s day
Choose your attitude
Be there
Play

Kia Ora Koutou, Kamusta, Ni Hao, Salam, Chomreabsuor, Namaste, Vanakkam, Swasdi,
Talofa Lava, Bula Vinaka, Malo e Lelei, Hello to all!
Kia ora whanau, welcome back
for another exciting year of
learning! Each year gives us a
chance to reconnect and build
on the progress made
previously. As always our door
is always open, we welcome you
to come and discuss your child’s
learning at any stage. A strong
partnership between school and
home is absolutely vital in order to
maximise the benefits for your
child. We have another exciting
year planned, we can’t wait to
share this with you :-)
Whanau Fun Evening
We look forward to this event every
year. A nice, relaxed opportunity to
welcome everyone back to school,
connect with new families and put
faces to names. This will be held at
school this coming Thursday the
25th of February. We will have a
bouncy castle, sports equipment,
the pool will be open, lots of fun for
the whole family! Bring along
your own dinner and enjoy with
other families. This will run from
5pm-7pm. We hope to see many
of you there :-)
Lunchtime options
We have got a huge range of
options for students to do at
lunchtime over term 1. Each
Monday we have the Skate school
coming out to teach students some
of these tricky skills. This
programme is for Year 3 and
older. On Wednesday and Friday

we have Kelly Sports taking fun
games and activities. The school
pool is also open every day! Lots
to look forward to and to help keep
our students active, engaged and
happy!
Celebrations of learning
Celebrating learning is a wonderful
way to show students that their
work is important and that others
care about it, especially whanau.
There are many different ways that
this can be done- At home by
talking with your child, by coming in
and visiting class, viewing and
commenting on their blog, looking
at Hero, etc.
We want to help support this and
as a result on the last week of each
term, we are going to choose an
afternoon to “Celebrate learning”
We invite you, whanau, to come in
for the final hour of the day to enter
classes, view and discuss learning,
etc… During term one, this will be
held on Thursday the 15th of
April from 2 pm-3 pm. More
details will follow in due course.
Assemblies
We are optimistic about our ability
to host assemblies throughout
2021. These are only possible at
Alert Level 1. The timetable for
assemblies, including the classes
that will be hosting are listed under
school notices. We hope to see
many of you make the time to
come along and celebrate the
learning with us.

Teacher only days
Over 2021 there will be 3 teacheronly days. School is closed for
instruction on each of these days.
We will be using this time to
discuss learning programmes,
assessments, progress of learners
and new professional learning.
The dates for 2021 are :
• Friday March 5th ( Hornby
cluster Professional learning)
• Friday 25th June
• Friday 26th November.
Healthy lunches
The lunches are underway and
most students are responding
positively. We understand that
some of the meals will hit the mark
better than others and we are
working closely with the provider to
develop this further. As mentioned,
you are welcome to send lunch
along with your child, particularly as
you know them best, and will have
an idea if they are likely to eat the
daily meal or not. We will continue
to post the weekly menu so that
you are aware.
Building project- Car park closed
The construction of the new hall,
teaching spaces and playground is
about to begin, unfortunately, this
means that the car park off
Buchanan’s road is now closed and
will likely be closed for most if not
all of 2021. We do apologize for
this inconvenience but is beyond
our control. Please use parking on
Gilberthorpe’s road or nearby
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streets in the interim. The car park
of Gilberthorpes road is unavailable
to parents, this is a staff and
deliveries only car park. It is unsafe
to have parent cars coming and
going, especially with the amount
of students using this entrance.
Sabbatical
Many of you will remember that I
was due to take a sabbatical during
Term 2 last year. I decided not to
take this opportunity once COVID
entered our lives. I chose to defer
this until Term 2 2021.

Unfortunately, there won’t be an
opportunity to travel very far :-( My
research will look into positive and
pro-active strategies for use when
dealing with trauma-impacted
students. Rebecca Speden will be
Acting Principal throughout Term 2.
School docs
All of our school policies are online
at www.schooldocs.co.nz
You are welcome to visit here to
view them and also review our
policies. Please use the following
details to log in to the site.
Username-gilberthorpe
Password-gilby

He aha te mea nui o te ao?
What is the most important thing in
the world?
He tangata! He tangata! He
tangata!
It is people! It is people! It is
people!
Have a great weekend!
Andrew Wilkinson
andrew@gilberthorpe.school.nz

Face Painters WantedHave you ever wanted to have a go at being a face painter? Are you
already experienced? Either way, we would love to have a team of
face painters to help out at our Whānau Fun Evening. We usually
have a group of teachers do it but it is such a popular place that the
teachers don’t get to mingle with families.
If you are keen to have a go, we will supply the equipment and
paints and leave the rest to you.
Please let Miss Waho or Penny know and we will be in touch with
details.
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School Notices

School Notices

Board of Trustees meeting – Monday 22nd February
6:00pm
This Monday evening at 6:00pm our Board of Trustees
will hold their first meeting for 2021. If this is
something you may be interested in you are welcome
to attend.
Gilby P.A.G – Fundraising Group 24th February
Last year we set up the Gilby P.A.G which stands for
Parent Action Group for fundraising and events at
school. We would like to start this off again and
welcome new parents that would like to be involved
in fun events at school. Our first meeting for the year
will be at school in the staffroom on Thursday 24th
February at 6.30pm, and then we will look to have our
meetings offsite for a more relaxed meeting and catch
up J.
Wheel or Walk to school day – Wednesday 3rd March
We have registered our school to take part in the
Wheel or Walk to school day on Wednesday 3rd
March. A fun day that encourages children and their
families to walk, cycle, scoot or skate to school. This
year is about going to school in a group! So step out
with friends and whānau, and start the day together.
Also, follow the CCC ‘Walk or Wheel to School Day’
Facebook event to see how you can win some
awesome prizes by simply walking, biking or scooting
to school!
Headlice Treatment
Headlice is very common in schools, and the only way
to combat it is for parents to treat their children’s hair
regularly. We have some KidsCan treatment and
combs in the office or you can get a script from the
doctor. Spraying your childs hair daily with a few
drops of tea tree oil in water can also help keep them
away.
Children’s Medication – while at school
If your child requires medication administered while
at school please come in to the office and sign the
medication form that is required before we can
administer the meds. Please do not send students to
school just with the medication to give to us.
Absences from school
Thankyou to those that have been keeping their
children home if they are unwell. We do appreciate
this. Please remember to let us know if they are not
coming, you can do this via the Hero app, ringing the
office on 349-7363, through the school Facebook
page messenger or via text 0273507435.
If they are LATE to school after 9am and miss the roll,
please make sure they come to the office to let us
know they have arrived safely. A text message will go
out at 9.30am if students have been marked not in
class.

School Assembly Schedule
As mentioned above, here is the scheduled assemblies.
Assembly-Week 6- will be our first awards assembly for
2021 will be hosted by our Years 5 and 6 classes Te Rōpū
Mangōpare and Te Rōpū Whakamanawa. Whānau are
welcome to join us from 2.15pm. We will either be in
the amphitheatre or Te Ara Takitini.
Term 1- 11/3/21 hosted by Whakamanawa/Mangopare
Term 1- 25/3/21 hosted by Auaha/Maia
Term 2- 27/5/21 hosted by Ngakaunui/Manawaroa
Term 2- 24/6/21 hosted by Kura Pounamu/Wawata
Term 3- 19/8/21 hosted by Maia/Auaha
Term 3 16/9/21 hosted by Ngakaunui/Manawaroa
Term 4- 11/11/21 hosted by Kura Pounamu/Wawata
Term 4- 9/12/21 hosted by Whakamanawa/Mangopare
Prizegiving assembly to be confirmed at a later date.
Whānau Boot Camp
Boot camp is back! These are held on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings @ 6.30am, meet us by the garage
for a free 30 minute workout.
Getting to Know Our Learners Surveys
Thank you so much for your time in filling out the
Getting to Know Our Learners survey. From next week,
Miss Waho will be getting in touch with whānau who
have not yet been able to complete it. This information
is so helpful for us in providing better learning
opportunities and connections with our students.
Library Outreach Van Visits
Many thanks to those who have returned the
permission slips. There is still the opportunity to enrol
your child/ren so they can make the most of the
wonderful opportunity to use the Library Outreach Van
when it visits our school during the year. If you have any
queries or need another form please see Mrs Ryan.
Kupu o Te Wiki - Word of the WeekEach week at school, we will all be learning at least one
word in Te Reo Māori. Through our Hero app and our
school Facebook page, Miss Waho will post these words
so you can learn and use at home.
School Hats
School wide brimmed hats are compulsory throughout
this term, please make sure your child has one to wear
at school. We have these available to purchase at the
office for $10 if you need one.
Road Patrol Training
On Tuesday 23 February, some of our Year 5 and 6
students will be training and preparing to become part
of our road patrol crew. Our road patrol teams will be
out in the mornings with Wayne, our caretaker in the
mornings from 8.30am until 8.55am and after school at
3.00pm until 3.15pm.
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Please make sure your child/ren
have a wide brimmed hat to wear
while they are at school. This
needs to align with our school
policy under Sun Protection. You
can find this policy on the School
docs website, details are above
of how to login to view any of our
school policies. Even on Mufti
days they are required to wear
wide brimmed hats, not caps, as
they do not protect them enough
for the sun.

Four of our wonderful students displaying being Hat Hero’s on our Water Fun Day – well done
Ava, Malaefou, Jayarna & Colton.
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Te Rōpū Auaha and Te Rōpū Māia’s Waka
We have been very busy working on our values and discussing how it is important that we all work together.
We are super proud of the waka which we worked on collaboratively and think it looks awesome!

Te Rōpū Ngakaunui – self portraits

Te Rōpū Ngākaunui have been getting to know one another
through the Māori concept ‘Whanaungatanga’. Over the
last week students have created some fantastic artwork
to present their interests, strengths and have also
started learning about their mihimihi. It has been great
to see everyone getting along and enjoying the start of
the year.

Lucas Perez

Harsirat Kaur

Kylah Flutey & Connor Maxwell
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Over the past 12 months, we kiwis have been seeing a lot more of our own back yards. As a result, outdoor, camping and
sporting equipment has been very popular, as we’ve all spent more time getting back to nature.
Even though in Auckland have just entered lockdown episode 3, we all hope to all be back ‘out there’ again real soon. In the
meantime, we’re pleased to present the Manaiakalani Schools, Trusts and Associates this Torpedo7 Friends & Family Offer,
beginning tomorrow going through to Wednesday 17th February 2021!
The Deal: Save up to 50% off Valid Dates: 17 Feb 2021 – 2 Mar 2021
Feel free to share this deal with your wider School and Trust community and encourage them to share with their friends and
family as well : ) The more the merrier.
How to redeem: In store - Show this email or the attached flyer on your phone. Online – Use the promo code on this flyer
below: (FF-43B4-4F30) to use at the online checkout
T&C's - *Discounts are off RRP and vary by category. If the product is already on promotion customer will receive the lower
of offer or promo pricing. Not available in conjunction with
any other offer. Excludes Electronics, Freight, Gift Cards and Workshop Services. Valid from 17/02/2021 to 02/03/2021.
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